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From the President 

From the President 

[ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ 

members present were treated to an 

excellent presentation by Arthur Godfrey. 

Thank you Arthur for sharing your amazing 

exploits! 

Conference is looming and for the dinner 

the suggestion was made that we wear 

black jeans and white tshirts with arrows 

drawn on to depict convicts. This sounds 

relatively inexpensive and simple- idea 

adopted! 

International Night is not too far away, and 

as soon as the exchange students return 

from Safari ,rehearsals will commence. We 

are fortunate to have the assistance of Pam 

Rendall again for the arduous booking job. 

²Ŝ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ tŀƳΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ- 

knowing that this task is in hand gives us 

some peace of mind and allows us to focus 

on the show itself.  

This week our speaker will be Dr Ian 

/ƻŎƘǊŀƴŜΦ LŀƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ 

orphanage in Cambodia. LeǘΩǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

bigger role up this week! 

Yours in Rotary 

Wendy 

 

WOMEN WHO KNOW THEIR PLACE 

Several years before the Afghan conflict, 

Barbara Walters, co-host of 

20/20, did a story on gender roles in Kabul, 

Afghanistan. 

She noted that women customarily walked 

five paces behind their husbands. 

She recently returned to Kabul and 

observed that--in spite of the 

overthrow of the oppressive Taliban 

regime--women still walk behind 

their husbands, and appear happy to 

maintain the old custom. 

Ms. Walters approached one of the Afghani 

women and asked: 'Why do 

you now seem to prefer an old custom that 

you once tried so 

desperately to change?' 

The woman looked Ms. Walters straight in 

the eyes, and without 

hesitation said: 'Land Mines.' 

Moral of the story: No matter what 

language you speak or where you go 

BEHIND EVERY MAN, THERE'S A SMART 

WOMAN 
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CRAFT STALL FOR THE ROTARY WING OF 

THE CHILDRENS HOSPITAL 

ATTENTION CRAFTERS 

Works of craft may be delivered to the 

Conference Hall of Friendship from 3.00 

p.m. Friday March 19th.  Many thanks for 

your help with this project. 

ATTENTION BUYERS 

Sale of craft items begins Saturday 

morning from 8.00 a.m.  Do not miss an 

opportunity to both browse and buy.  Be 

amazed by the talent in District 9680 and 

support THE ROTARY WING OF THE 

CHILDRENS HOSPITAL at Westmead. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John Cameron 

District Governor 

Rotary District 9680 

 

Learn the Basics 

of Rotary here  

Good for newer members  

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/New

Members/RotaryBasics/Pages/ridefault.asp

x?housead 

 

Youth Exchange students 

contribute to Rotary's 

US$200 Million Challenge  

   

Read the story below of how two Youth 

Exchange students raised funds for 

Rotary's US$200 Million Challenge while 

celebrating their Chilean culture!  

Horacio and Sofia are both from Chile, 

studying on long-term exchange in 

Minnesota, District 5960. They learned 

about Rotary's US$200 Million Challenge for 

polio and saw an opportunity to contribute 

in their own way. Thanks to the generosity 

of Rotarian David Franke, who offered to 

host the event at his house, approximately 

twenty Rotarians and friends were invited 

to a traditional Chilean dinner of 

empanadas to celebrate Chile's 

Independence Day. At the dinner, there was 

a basket on a table to collect contributions 

which would be directed to Polio Plus. For 

Horacio, this was a very personal endeavor 

as his uncle had contracted polio when he 

was a child in Chile, and had lived with its 

effects all his life.  

  

Thanks to the efforts of Horacio and Sofia 

and the generosity of the Rotarians and 

friends in attendance, US$825 was raised 

for Polio Plus that night. Imagine the impact 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/NewMembers/RotaryBasics/Pages/ridefault.aspx?housead
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this type of event could have if replicated in 

every Rotary district, with Youth Exchange 

students from all over the world? Horacio 

and Sofia held another dinner to celebrate 

the Christmas holiday, which was just as 

successful as the first. 

Consider working with your local Youth 

Exchange students to host a night of 

cultural diversity and polio awareness. If 

you need further information, please feel 

free to contact Rotary's US$200 Million 

Challenge staff at 

rotary's200millionchallenge@rotary.org or 

learn more about Rotary's challenge. 

March as Rotary Literacy Month 

 In anticipation of Rotary 

Literacy Month in March, 

former Youth Exchange student 

champions Rotary 

While serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in 

Floresti, Moldova, Megan Miller realized her 

school lacked essential supplies and needed 

windows that could keep out extreme 

temperatures. As a former Rotary Youth 

Exchange student, she knew exactly where to 

turn and contacted the local Rotary Club of 

Chisinau (Moldova) and her father's Rotary Club 

of Van Wert (Ohio, USA). With help from a 

Rotary Foundation Matching Grant, the two 

clubs were able to secure the supplies and 

windows for the school. 

 

Miller grew up inspired by the volunteerism and 

dedication to service demonstrated by her 

father, a past president of the Van Wert club. 

She spent her senior year of high school in 

Baden, Austria, as a Youth Exchange student and 

says the network of Youth Exchange students in 

Europe provided a strong support system and 

became a second family to her. "Beyond just 

volunteerism, Rotary is really an international 

organization," she says. 

  

Her exchange led her to spend a semester and 

multiple summers in Africa while she was in 

college. She joined the Peace Corps after 

graduating in 2004 and spent the next two years 

in Moldova. There she taught a life-skills class to 

1st through 11th graders and worked with her 

fellow teachers to develop a new public health 

curriculum for all grades. She drew support from 

her parents, especially her mother, who is also a 

teacher. When she discovered her school's 

needs, Miller turned to Rotary for help because 

of her past involvement with the organization 

and its commitment to service. Though it took 

some persistence, she successfully facilitated 

the partnership between the two clubs. "It took 

awhile to get the ball rolling, but it definitely 

paid off," says Miller. "I felt so indebted to both 

clubs for taking this on and getting us what we 

needed." 

 

Now studying social work in graduate school in 

Boston, she says she's interested in joining a 

Rotary club in the future and continues to 

participate in projects back home. 

 Eve Neiger 

  

mailto:rotary's200millionchallenge@rotary.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103104736325&s=26543&e=001vEzXLVvN37vd3sZ39zMwv2XT02AZQ-HzppAUFATnm_AbvdoMkU-dG3qaKE1GoIbNfjY4PFWoNEMcMZFdGa6gkdirQhIadLJFHQ2JlL2m15jxUhjvzNYmWA_Bx0RYGWBJwtU6KRTaVDL8sCtHoLFKO-gkdlj7xYunqk_2vSzf5Cb_zli4zOuYAjGhftoYzvlrVgq-9HWI-8zm1c0lRfCWa6gbpL4C5A5K
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Just for Fun 

Recently  a routine Police patrol 

car parked outside a local 

neighbourho od pub.   Late  in the 

evening the officer noticed a man 

Leaving  the bar so intoxicated 

that he could barely walk. The 

 man stumbled around the car 

park for a few minutes, with the 

officer  quietly observing.   After 

 what seemed an eternity and 

trying hi s keys on five vehicles.     

The  man managed to find his car, 

which he fell into.     He  was there 

for a few minutes as a number of 

other patrons left the bar and 

 drove off.   Finally  he started the 

car, switched the wipers on and 

off (it was a fine dr y  night).   Then 

 flicked the indicators on, then off, 

tooted the horn and then switched 

on  the lights.  

 

He moved the vehicle forward a 

 few metres, reversed a little and 

then remained stationary for a few 

more  minutes as some more 

vehicles left.     At   last he pulled 

out of the car park and started to 

drive slowly down the  road.   The 

 Police officer, having patiently 

waited all this time, now started 

up the  patrol car, put on the 

flashing lights, promptly pulled the 

man over and  carried out a 

rando m breathalyzer test.  

 

To his amazement the 

 breathalyzer indicated no 

evidence of the man's 

 intoxication.  

 

The Police officer said "I'll  have to 

ask you to accompany me to the 

Police station -  this breathalyzer 

 equipment must be broken.."  

 

"I doubt it, " said the man, 

 "tonight I'm the designated 

decoy".    

 

 


